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Ho-Chunk Gaming Wittenberg 
Hosts Local Veteran, Making 
His Last Wish Come True
Vietnam Army Vet completes his final mission among a rally of support

Community Canoe 
Celebration in Madison

Wittenberg, Wisconsin - Ho-Chunk 
Gaming Wittenberg, a community 
minded gaming establishment in 
north central Wisconsin, was able to 
make a final wish come true for local 
Army Veteran and Iola Resident, Ray 
Staral and his caretaker wife, Mary 
Staral. 

An inquiry from Compassus 
Hospice in Stevens Point set in 
motion a flurry of teamwork to 
provide Ray and his wife Mary a 
memorable time for perhaps their 
last outing together. While providing 
care and support to patients and their 
families, Compassus Hospice has 
the opportunity to work with some 
patients nearing the end of their life’s 
journey to help grant and coordinate 
a “last wish”. In the case of Ray, 
his last wish was to visit Ho-Chunk 
Gaming Wittenberg and have a nice 

Ardith Van Riper
Editor

On February 1, the community gathered 
for a meal celebration for the completion 
of a handmade canoe.  Ho-Chunk Nation 
youth and other tribal youth working 
under the guidance of Gene Delcourt.  The 

Madison Metropolitan School District Title 
VI sponsored the event and the project that 
began in October 2023.

Native American Teacher Leader Tara 
Tindall welcomed everyone and asked 
Elias Heimlich to say a prayer over the 

Ray Staral enjoying his meal Ray and Mary Staral with Sous Chef Mitchell GilesContinued on Page 4

Continued on Page 3
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Office of General Council Official Quarterly Report 

 
 
To:      General Council Members, and Legislative Branch 
 
From:  Nathaniel Longtail Jr. - General Council Advocate 
 
Date:   January 29, 2024 
 
Re:      Office of the General Council Official Quarterly Report 
 
 
Good morning members of the General Council and Legislative Branch, 
 
The Office of the General Council is hereby officially submitting the Quarterly Report to satisfy 
the provisions set within the Office of the General Council Establishment & Organizational 
Act.  
 
November 2023: 

1. During the latter part of October 2023 a packet for two (2) Budget Modifications were sent 
forward to be addressed within the month of November. 
a. Internal Budget Modifications – Approved by Legislative Finance Commission Motion.  
b. True Increase – Approved by Legislative Resolution 12.05.23A 

2. The Office of the General Council submitted a third Budget Modification on November 13, 
2023 for a True Increase to obtain Legal Counsel. This Budget Modification was denied by a 
Legislative Finance Commission Motion on December 1, 2023. 

 
December 2023: 

1. On December 4, 2023 the Legislative Finance Commission was sent official notification to 
inform the Legislative Branch and the Legislative Finance Commission that their action in the 
way of a motion to deny a proposed budget modification for the General Council Branch during 
the December 1, 2023 Legislative Finance Commission Meeting appears to be an unlawful act 
according to the legal language within the Ho-Chunk Nation Appropriations and Budget 
Process Act 2 HCC § 4:  

6. Budget Modifications 
f. General Council. 

(1) The Office of General Council may perform budget modifications 
as a means to control spending and preserve the appropriated budget. 
Any budget modifications will be detailed as to line item and subject to 
periodic review from the Legislative Finance Commission. 

 
Any proposed budget modification for the General Council Branch 
shall be approved by the Finance Commission.  
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2. They were also notified of our request for the Ho-Chunk Nation Legislature and the Ho-Chunk 

Nation Finance Commission to take corrective actions According to the Ho-Chunk Nation 
Appropriations and Budget Process Act 2 HCC § 4: 

 
9. Enforcement and Penalties. The penalties assigned the violations herein are 
mandatory and in addition to discipline administered under the Nation's 
employment law. 

a. Enforcement and Imposition of Penalties. 
(4) Legislative Branch. 

(a) Violations of this Act by a Legislator shall be deemed 
a violation of fiduciary responsibility and subject that 
official to sanctions under the Nation's Code of Ethics Act 
(2 HCC § 1). 
(b) The Vice President shall enforce the provisions of this 
Act for employees within the Legislative Branch and 
impose the penalties provided by paragraph b, below. 

b. Penalties. 
(1) Executive Directors and Enterprise General Managers and 
their subordinate supervisors having responsibility for 
formulation and execution of a budget shall be subject to the 
following penalties for violations of this Act. 
 

(a) For a first violation of this Act the individual shall be 
placed on probation and shall for procedural violations 
be required to take correction action within thirty (30) 
days of the notice of the violation and probation. 
 
(b) If the violation has not been corrected within thirty 
(30) days or if there is a subsequent violation of this Act 
within ninety (90) days, the individual shall be terminated 
from that position. 

 
(2) Employees of the government and enterprises other than 
those identified in paragraph (1), above, shall be subject to 
discipline, to include termination, as provided by the Nation's 
employment law. 

 
3. The Office of the General Council requested that corrective actions be taken to approve the 

previously proposed Office of General Council Budget Modification-True Increase to the 
following line items: 

 
1. REGULAR WAGE EXPENSE - 100.3000.60000.10 - $58,552.00 
2. VACATION WAGE EXPENSE - 100.3000.60000.30 - $1,750.00 
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3. HOLIDAY WAGE EXPENSE - 100.3000.60000.40 - $874.00 
4. SOCIAL SECURITY- EMPLOYER PORTION - 100.3000.61000.10 - $1,765.33 
5. STATE UNEMPLOYMENT - 100.3000.61000.30 - $126.00 
6. WORKERS COMPENSATION - 100.3000.61000.40 - $247.00 
7. HEALTH INSURANCE EXPENSE - 100.3000.62000.10 - $3,536.66 
8. DENTAL/VISION INSURANCE EXPENSE - 100.3000.62000.20 - $488.50 
9. LIFE INSURANCE EXPENSE - 100.3000.62000.30 - $22.00 
10. DISABILITY INSURANCE EXPENSE - 100.3000.62000.40 - $48.66 
11. 401K EMPLOYER MATCH - 100.3000.62000.50 – $426.00 

 
With a grand total of $67,836.15 

 
This Budget Modification was to allow the Office of the General Council to secure the adequate 
funding for a full-time General Council Attorney.  
 

4. The Department of Justice was also notified through Attorney General Gardner for the purposes 
of enforcement of 2 HCC § 4: 

 
c. Prosecution by the Attorney General. 

(1) As legal counsel for the Nation, the Department of Justice shall 
prosecute all violations of this Act promptly whenever: 
 

(a) On the basis of any information available to him or her, 
including receipt of information from any person, the Attorney 
General has reason to believe that any person is in violation of 
any provision of this Act and the appropriate official has not the 
required disciplinary action; or 
 
(b) The Chair of the Finance Commission requests prosecution 
after the Commission has conducted a preliminary inquiry and 
has reason to believe a violation of this Act has occurred and the 
required disciplinary action has not been taken. 

 
(2) The Attorney General or his/her designee shall not exercise 
prosecutorial discretion.   
 

5. Lastly on December 21, 2023 the Office of the General Council received a memorandum dated 
December 20, 2023 that was to Vice President Karena Thundercloud and the Finance 
Commission’s Presiding Officer, Legislative Representative Kristin White Eagle from the Ho-
Chunk Nation Attorney General William Gardner. It was in RE to Office of General Council 
Notification of potential Appropriation and Budget Process Act violation - DECISION  
It appears that the Attorney General may have exercised prosecutorial discretion with his 
decision to not prosecute the complaint. The Ho-Chunk Nation Judicial Branch was not given 
the opportunity to hear this complaint and afford the Legislative Branch to respond according 
to normal legal procedure. Instead it appears that Attorney General Gardner offered his own 
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legal responses within the memorandum. This would normally be done by the defendant’s legal 
counsel in the form of a response during a court proceeding, usually not by the prosecuting 
attorney.  
 

January 2024: 
1. On January 2, 2024 a request was sent to the Office of the President – President Jon Greendeer 

for the Official General Council 2024 Meeting call.  
2. Then on January 15, 2024 the Office of the General Council received the Official Call for the 

2024 Annual General Council to be set for September 21, 2024.  
3. Immediately after receiving the Presidential Call the Office of the General Council began the 

Request for Proposal processes regarding a venue.  
a. Kohl Center – Madison WI, was the first to respond with an unfortunate update that the 

date would not work for them. Their RFP has been recorded.  
b. Alliant Center – Madison WI, was the second to respond with great news that this date 

is available and has been in correspondence to meeting requirements and is hoping to 
have enough information in the near future to send us a proposal.  

c. Kalahari – Wisconsin Dells WI, also responded with great news that this date is 
available and they will be sending their proposal in the next few weeks.   

4. Once a venue is secured we will be able to begin the process for all of the other vendors.  
 
Thank you for your time. If you have any questions please reach out to this office directly. 
 
Office of the General Council Main Number: 715-284-9343 ext. 11237 
 
Nathaniel Longtail Jr.  
Office of the General Council – General Council Advocate 
nathaniellongtailjr@ho-chunk.com 
715-284-9343 ext. 11075 
 
Henry White Thunder 
Office of the General Council – General Council Deputy Advocate 
Henry.WhiteThunder@ho-chunk.com 
715-284-9343 ext. 11070 
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Young Ho-Chunk to 
be a Published Author
Ardith Van Riper
Editor

Ho-Chunk Nation tribal 
member Jessalyn Smith is 
to be a published author at 
the age of 13.  She penned 
a mini saga called “The 
Sickness,” and it was about 
COVID-19.  The saga was an 
assignment from Longfellow 
Middle School in La Crosse, 
Wisconsin, and Ms. Raatz, 
an eighth-grade teacher, 
submitted the student stories 
to the Young Writers contest.

The contest challenged 
students to write a mini saga, 
a story in just 100 words, on 
the theme of hunted.  Writers 
could choose to be the hunter 
or the hunted.  The contest 
challenged students across 
the United States, and several 
winners’ stories will appear 
in a book called Hunted – 
Continued on Page 8



 ANNOUNCEMENTS PAGE 3 February 9, 2024

Attention: The Next Deadline of the 
Hoca\k Worak will be February 16th which will be

 published on February 23rd. Please contact 
Hoca\k Worak at ext. 11004 if you have a change of 

address or would like to be placed 
on the mailing list.

The Hocak Worak is a periodical published twice monthly by the Ho-Chunk Nation. Editorials and articles appearing
in the Hocak Worak are the responsibility of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinion or attitude of the
Hocak Worak staff or the Ho-Chunk Nation. 

The Hocak Worak encourages the submission of letters to the Editor. All letters must include the signature, address
and telephone number of the author. Letters are subject to editing for grammar, length, malicious and libelous content.

The Hocak Worak reserves the right to reject any advertising, material, or letters submitted for publication. The
submission of articles, poetry, artwork and photos is encouraged. The Editor makes the sole decision of what is
published in the Hocak Worak. The Hocak Worak will not assume any responsibility for unsolicited material. 

Submissions deadlines for the Hocak Worak are by 4:30 PM. We cannot guarantee the publication of submissions
meeting these deadlines if the space is not available.  No part of this publication may be produced without express
written consent from the Editor.

EDITOR ................................ Ardith Van Riper
Administrative Assistant ...... Anna Reichenbach

HOCAK WORAK NEWSLETTER
P.O. Box 667, Black River Falls, WI 54615 

• PHONE: (800) 472-3089  
• FAX: (715) 284-7852 

EMAIL: newsletter@ho-chunk.com 
• ONLINE: www.ho-chunknation.com 

www.hocakworak.com
The Hocak Worak 
is a member of: 
The Native American
Journalists Association

The Ho-Chunk Nation Public Health 
Emergency Preparedness Program 
would like to assist the community with 
emergency readiness kits and are seeking 

some information on what would be most 
helpful. This information is for internal 
planning purposes.

meal.  
“Odie (Orlando Ike) and 

Cher (Laubmeier) were 
really supportive throughout 
the process,” said Tindall.  
They allowed the use of the 
backroom of the Ho-Chunk 
Nation Madison Branch 
Office for the project.

The canoe was on display 
while community members 
ate a potluck dinner.  Shaya 
Schrieber from the school 
district said an art teacher 

would like to store the canoe 
after completion.

“Here in Madison, it’s rare 
if we get opportunities to 
experience our indigenous 
culture and this is one of those 
rare and precious times,” said 
Tara Tindall.

Gene Delcourt provided 
a brief explanation of the 
canoe-making process.  “This 
is a birch bark style canoe and 
very little of it is traditional 
material,” Delcourt began.  

Waagax Hakiruxara Hosto

COMING SOON... Waagax Hakiruxara Hosto

Library Board members of Waagax Hakiruxara Hosto invite you to 
join us, on Monday, February, 19, 2024, 11:00 AM - 2:00 PM. D1CC, 
N7261 Warrior Avenue, 2nd Floor, Black River Falls, WI. Preview the 

newly created tribal library. View the evolving collecons, share 
ideas, and learn about services for all tribal members. Refreshments 

provided. Watch for more details in next Hocak Worak.

Continued from Page 1

Continued on Page 9
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By Madison365 staff
Reprint from Madison365

Dane County has joined a small 
handful of counties throughout the 
country that recognize Indigenous 
Peoples’ Day as an official paid 
holiday after the Dane County Board 
of Supervisors approved an ordinance 
amendment codifying Indigenous 
Peoples’ Day.

There are 11 federally recognized 
tribes in Wisconsin and the land that 
would later become known as Dane 
County is located on the ancestral and 
traditional lands of the Ho-Chunk, 
Sauk, and Kickapoo nations.

The Board also approved a 
resolution celebrating Indigenous 

Peoples’ Day, the second Monday in 
October.

“For over 200 years, our country has 
honored Columbus Day as a holiday 
in some shape or form. Today, we 
recognize that the narrative around 
Columbus is inaccurate. I was in 
inspired when four states began to 
celebrate Indigenous Peoples’ Day 
instead, showing respect and honor 
to our original people. Then I was 
further motivated in 2018 when the 
City of Columbus officially ended 
its celebration of Columbus and 
recognized this new holiday.  A year 
later, Wisconsin dropped one holiday 
for the other,” said County Board 
Supervisor Rick Rose (District 16) in 

a press release.  “I’m glad that in 2024 
we are doing more here in the first 
county in our state to make the day an 
official holiday. We are recognizing 

that we live on original Ho-Chunk 
land and their history and heritage is a 
vital part of Dane County life.”

Indigenous Peoples’ Day now an 
official paid holiday in Dane County

steak and lobster meal with his wife.
“Words cannot express what this 

means to us,” said Executive Manager 
Fletcher Collins. “To be able to provide 
such a request was so compelling and 
meaningful that we had to make this 
happen! We all have been blessed with 
this request. We all wish Mr. and Mrs. 
Staral all the best and we are grateful to 
them in many ways.”

Ray served in the Vietnam War 
from 1965 through 1966 in the United 
States Army. He was a supply man and 
provided support for the helicopter 
squadron that he served. Ray and Mary 
moved to Wisconsin over 25 years 
ago from the Chicago area after Ray 
retired from a trucking company that 
he owned. They have been married for 
57 years; have two children who visit 
often, two grandchildren and two great-
grandchildren. 

“I had the pleasure of meeting Mary 
and Ray during their visit to Ho-
Chunk Gaming Wittenberg and what 
a blessing it was to witness,” said Slot 
Service Technician Adrianne Peters. 
“Watching Ray tear up while talking 
about their grandchildren and great 
grandchildren was so very touching. I 
am blessed to have been part of their 
visit and will always remember Ray’s 
face smiling, proud and happy.”

Ray and Mary made the trip to 
Ho-Chunk Gaming Wittenberg from 
Iola for Ray’s last wish. As perhaps 
their final adventure out of doors that 
Ray and Mary will make together, 
employees at Ho-Chunk Gaming 
Wittenberg wanted to make it a 
memorable and special time for the 
couple. 

“We’ve been treated so good here, 
I’ll never forget this,” said Mary Staral. 
“I’m glad to see him happy and I’m 
trying to stay strong.” 

“Everyone has been so nice,” said 
Ray Staral as he choked back tears. “I 
can’t believe what everyone has done 
for us today.”

The couple received Ho-Chunk 
Gaming Wittenberg gifts and Rewards 
Play to enjoy during their visit. Sous 
Chef Mitchell Giles treated Ray and 
Mary to a delicious treat upon arrival to 
the Casino and later, an exceptionally 
prepared three-course steak and 
lobster banquet. Along with having 
the restaurant closed to the public and 
only open to the couple, the details and 
care put into creating such a special 
meal definitely elevated the overall 
experience and a memory to cherish 
for all. 

“I am grateful and honored to be a 
part of a team and community that is 
willing to work hard and go the extra 

step to make sure our guests have an 
amazing experience,” said Sous Chef 
Mitchell Giles. “Thank you Ray and 
Mary for giving us a chance to be part 
of your lives in such a special way.”

About Ho-Chunk Gaming 
Wittenberg. Ho-Chunk Gaming 
Wittenberg has been in business 
since 2008, with a major expansion 

in 2018, which included gaming 
space and an addition of a luxury 
hotel. It is committed to providing 
excellent customer service to guests 
while creating an atmosphere that 
is fun, exciting, and strives to 
continue to support its employees and 
communities.

Ho-Chunk Gaming Wittenberg staff with Ray and Mary Staral (Team 
members Left to Right: Jessica White Wing Clark, Karen Ostrowski, 
Adrianne Peters, Fletcher Collins)

Continued from Page 1
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Tribal Aging Unit is working hard to make sure we have all 
the correct information for you on file.      If you were born 
in 1964 or before we would like to update your information. 

Name: (First, Middle, & Last)________________________________________  

Date of Birth ________________   Tribal Id #____________________ 

Physical Address___________________________________________ 

Mailing Address___________________________________________ 

Phone________________________ Email_______________________ 

Please return  

Mail  

Ho-Chunk Nation Tribal Aging Division 

PO Box 430 

Black River Falls, WI 54615 

Email  

melissa.deloney@ho-chunk.com 

Also can be turned into your local TAU or TAU Representative in Branch Office. 

Thank you, 

Melissa Deloney 

Elder Benefit Specialist 

Ho-Chunk Nation Tribal Aging Division 
P.O. Box 430, W8825 Decorah Road 

Black River Falls, WI  54615 
715-284-0811

Attention Ho-Chunk Elders 

Bald Eagle Watching Days Take 
Flight Feb. 10 In Sauk Prairie
All Events Are Free And Open To The Public
MADISON, Wis. – The Wisconsin 
Department of Natural Resources 
(DNR) invites the public to participate 
in the rescheduled 38th annual Bald 
Eagle Watching Days happening on 
Saturday, Feb. 10, in Sauk Prairie. All 
Bald Eagle Watching Days events are 
free and open to the public.

Bald eagle lovers can watch eagles 
soar above the Wisconsin River from 
a newly renovated overlook located 
at 490 Water St. in Prairie du Sac. 
Volunteers will be available at the 
overlook to help visitors spot eagles 
and answer questions from 8 a.m. – 4 
p.m.

Visitors can also enjoy live raptor 
shows in the River Arts Center of the 
Sauk Prairie High School featuring 
educational birds and trainers from 
the Schlitz Audubon Nature Center in 
Milwaukee, a screening of a recently 

recorded rehabilitated bald eagle 
release with live expert Q&A session 
and more family-friendly activities. 
Full details are available on the Ferry 
Bluff Eagle Council website.

“These events offer unique 
opportunities for people to come 
together to celebrate the success of 
bald eagle recovery and conservation 
in Wisconsin,” said Sumner Matteson, 
DNR avian ecologist.

Active bald eagle nests can be 
found in every county of Wisconsin. 
Bald Eagle Watching Days celebrates 
eagles as they gather in winter 
areas, providing fantastic viewing 
opportunities as eagles from northern 
Wisconsin, Canada, northern 
Michigan and Minnesota move south 
in search of food. Raptors looking 
for fish typically congregate along 
open water areas below dams along 

the Wisconsin, Mississippi and Fox 
rivers, where their growing presence 
has turned the sites into birdwatching 
destinations and inspired many 
community events.

The event is co-sponsored by Ferry 
Bluff Eagle Council, the Sauk Prairie 
Area Chamber of Commerce, the 
Wisconsin DNR and Tripp Museum in 
Prairie du Sac.

Eagle Watching Tips
The best time to see foraging eagles 

will be in the early morning (8-10 

a.m.) as they depart their nighttime 
communal roosts to feed along the 
river and two hours before dusk as 
they return to their roosts.

When viewing eagles at these events 
or on your own, biologists advise 
onlookers not to venture too close 
as it will cause the eagles to fly off. 
Watchers are also encouraged to stay 
in their cars unless they are at a staffed 
viewing site.

To learn more about bald eagle 
watching, visit the DNR website.

The public is invited to participate in the Bald Eagle Watching Days 
on Feb. 10 to celebrate the species comeback in Wisconsin. / Photo 
Credit: Wisconsin DNR
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Edward Twinn Harvests 
Monster Buck

Edward Twinn (Ho-
Chunk member) harvested 
a monster buck of a 
lifetime! Edward calls him 
“QuadZilla” because he 
has four drop tines. He was 
after the buck all season, 
and finally caught up to him 
one day after Thanksgiving 
during the 2023 Wisconsin 
gun season. He ended up 
scoring 201 ¾”. 

Mr. Twinn shot a lot of 
monster bucks throughout 
his hunting years, but this is 
by far his biggest buck ever. 
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Top Ten Consumer Complaints Reported to DATCP in 2023 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: February 1, 2024 
Contact: Caleb Kulich, Public Information Officer, (608) 621-1290,  
caleb.kulich@wisconsin.gov 
 
MADISON, Wis. – As the state’s primary consumer protection agency, the Wisconsin 
Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection (DATCP) receives tens of 
thousands of requests for assistance and resources each year. In 2023, DATCP received and 
responded to more than 10,000 written consumer complaints, with mediation and enforcement 
settlements resulting in over $3.3 million returned to Wisconsin consumers and deposited in 
the general school fund from civil forfeiture payments. 

“DATCP staff do incredible work protecting Wisconsin consumers from concerns ranging 
from simple transaction disputes to scammers and identity thieves,” said DATCP Secretary 
Randy Romanski. “I want to thank the entire Consumer Protection team for their commitment 
to promoting a fair marketplace through conflict mediations, investigations, and their efforts to 
proactively educate consumers.” 
DATCP’s top ten complaint categories in 2023 were: 

1. Landlord-Tenant Issues 
Landlord-tenant issues were the number one complaint filed with DATCP in 2023. Consumers 
filed 2,208 complaints when disputes between landlords and tenants could not be resolved 
between parties, a slight increase from the previous year. Common issues reported were 
security deposit returns, eviction, unauthorized entry, inadequate disclosures, and 
unsatisfactory service. Additionally, DATCP received more than 60,000 visits to landlord-
tenant consumer resources found on its website, including the Landlord–Tenant Guide. 

2. Telemarketing 
DATCP received 1,276 telemarketing complaints in 2023, a slight decrease from 2022. These 
complaints concerned robocalls, phishing and spoofing, imposter scams, and Wisconsin Do 
Not Call Registry issues. Last year, DATCP joined the Wisconsin Department of Justice 
(DOJ), the Federal Trade Commission (FTC), and agencies from all other 49 states and the 
District of Columbia in the Operation Stop Scam Calls initiative to crack down on illegal 
telemarketing operations responsible for billions of unwanted calls to U.S. consumers. This 
resulted in a lawsuit against a company that allegedly sent or transmitted approximately 157 
million calls to Wisconsin phone numbers on the National Do Not Call Registry. 

3. Home Improvement 
Home improvement concerns accounted for 867 complaints in 2023. The top issues consumers 
reported include failure to provide services and materials, failure to honor warranties, 
deceptive and misleading representations, poor quality of work, billing disputes and incorrect 
charges, improper installation, and failure to properly disclose lien waivers. DATCP 
contributed to the federal investigation into Tyler and Jennifer Hansen, who pleaded guilty in 
2023 to multiple charges related to home improvement businesses they ran together which 
stole over $800,000 from Wisconsin consumers. 

4. Telecommunications 
DATCP received 642 complaints regarding telecommunications services in 2023, down 
slightly from the previous year. Consumers reported issues including billing disputes, 
disconnections and terminations of service, deceptive and misleading representations, refund 
and adjustment policies, and failure to cancel services when requested. Consumers should 
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5. Identity Theft 
With 459 complaints in 2023, reports of identity theft to DATCP decreased last year. Online 
account takeovers were the most common issue reported by consumers. To protect themselves 
against this risk and avoid the hassle of automated, sometimes unhelpful account recovery 
services, consumers are encouraged to create unique passwords and activate two-factor 
authentication for their important online accounts. Victims of identity theft should contact 
DATCP right away and keep in close communication with their DATCP consumer protection 
experts to recover and protect their identity against further fraud. 

6. Medical Services 
Complaints related to medical services decreased slightly from 2022, with consumers filing 
380 complaints in 2023. The most common issues reported to DATCP include billing disputes, 
deceptive and misleading representations, and unsatisfactory service.  

7. Motor Vehicle Repair 
Returning to DATCP’s top ten list with 352 complaints reported in 2023, the number of 
complaints in this category more than doubled compared to 2022. Consumers reported issues 
such as failure to perform requested repairs, delays in service, poor quality of work, deceptive 
and misleading advertisements, overcharging, and charges for work not performed. 

8. Travel 
This category covers a variety of issues including motor vehicle rentals, airlines, hotels/motels, 
and travel company service bundling. DATCP received 255 travel complaints in 2023. Billing 
disputes, refund and adjustment policies, failure to return deposits and payment, and 
unsatisfactory service were commonly reported by consumers. 

9. Motor Vehicle Sales (New and Used) 
The ninth most common consumer complaint in 2023 concerned sales of both new and used 
motor vehicles, about which DATCP received 233 complaints. The most common issues cited 
in these complaints were inadequate disclosures, deceptive and misleading representations, and 
violations of prize notice and direct-mail marketing laws. 

10. Motor Vehicle Accessories 
DATCP’s tenth most common consumer complaint category of 2023, having received 185 
complaints, was motor vehicle accessories. Common among these complaints were reports of 
deceptive and misleading advertising, refund and adjustment policies, defective products, and 
failure to deliver products. 
For more information and consumer protection resources or to file a complaint, visit DATCP’s 
Consumer Protection webpage at ConsumerProtection.wi.gov. DATCP’s Consumer Protection 
Hotline can be contacted at (800) 422-7128 or DATCPHotline@wisconsin.gov. 

### 

Find more DATCP news in our newsroom, on Facebook, X, and Instagram. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection 

CONSUMER COMPLAINT STATISTICS 
2023 

 

RANK IN 2023 CATEGORY # OF COMPLAINTS 

1 Landlord/Tenant 2,208 

2 Telemarketing 1,276 

3 Home Improvement 867 

4 Telecommunications 642 

5 Identity Theft 459 

6 Medical Services 380 

7 Motor Vehicle Repair 352 

8 Travel 255 

9 Motor Vehicle Sales 233 

10 Motor Vehicle Accessories 185 

 

Total number of Trade and Consumer Protection consumer complaints received in 2023: 
10,882 

Thrilling Tales From The USA.
Young Writers, established 

in 1991, is part of a worldwide 
publishing brand.  According to their 
website, they pride themselves on 
“encouraging young writers to read, 
write and enjoy poetry as well as 
creative writing.” 

Jessalyn, the eldest of two sisters 
and one brother, enjoys writing and 
keeps a daily journal.  She developed 
her mini saga in her mind while her 
teacher explained the assignment.  
When the teacher released the 

students to work, Jessalyn wrote her 
story in about an hour.

“I read her story and I thought that 
it was amazing, just the little details 
that she goes into,” said her father, 
Adam DeNasha. “She turned COVID 
into a predator.”

Hunted – Thrilling Tales From 
The USA publishes on March 31, 
2024.  The softcover book can be 
ordered for $24.99 online at www.
youngwritersusa.com.

Continued from Page 2



 MEMORIALS / HEALTH PAGE 9 February 9, 2024

Karen A. Hammer, a spirited and 
loving soul, passed away on January 
31, 2024, at the age of 43, after a 
courageous battle with lung cancer. 
Born on June 7, 1980, in Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin, she remained a lifelong 
resident of her beloved city, where 
she also drew her last breath, 
surrounded by the love and warmth 
of her family.

Karen’s life was a testament to 
the strength and resilience of her 
spirit. She was a proud member of 
the Ho Chunk tribe and held her 
Native American heritage close to 
her heart. Her role as a mother and 
grandmother was where she shone 
the brightest, pouring her love and 
energy into creating a nurturing 

home for her children, Mohammed 
(Samantha) Ayesh, Jasmine Irizarry, 
Xavier Irizarry, the late Yvette 
Irizarry, and Nevaeh Irizarry. The joy 
of her life was further multiplied by 
her cherished grandchildren, Yvette 
Ayesh, Ezekiel Irizarry, and Azalea 
Irizarry.

Karen’s family was her world, and 
she leaves behind a legacy of love 
and cherished memories. She was 
a beloved sister to Gerald, Brenda, 
Tammy, the late Phillip, Gordon, the 
late Heather, the late John, Joseph, 
and Kayla. Her lifelong friendship 
with Mari Mendoza was a source of 
constant support and companionship. 
Karen’s absence will be deeply 
felt by her aunts, uncles, nieces, 
nephews, and a host of other relatives 
and friends who were touched by her 
vibrant presence. She is preceded in 
death by her parents Phillip Hammer 
Sr. and Donna Hammer.

A visitation to honor Karen’s life 
will be held on Tuesday, February 6, 
2024, from 11 AM until the time of 
service at 1 pm. It will be a time for 
those who knew her to come together 
and celebrate the indelible mark she 
left on the world. The committal 
service will be held at Lincoln 
Memorial Cemetery at a later date. 

Karen’s life was a beautiful 
journey of love, laughter, and 
unwavering dedication to her 
family. “She loved living her best 
life as a mom and grandma to the 
most amazing, beautiful kids in the 
world!”

Karen A. Hammer
June 7, 1980 - January 31, 2024

He explained that he read a book and 
watched tutorial videos to figure out 
how to craft a canoe.

They used marine-grade plywood.  
It softens when heated.  They soaked 
the wood for one day and used a 
clothing steamer to bend the boards.  
Then, they placed the boards into 
platforms until the boards cooled.  
Then, they cut the boards to conform 
to an oval shape.  A polyurethane 
calk was used to seam the boards 

together.  Parachute cord was used to 
lash it.  Then, the tale was added.  The 
school district purchased cedar wood 
to make up the ribs.  However, they 
kept breaking.  Ash wood replaced the 
cedar wood.  Pine boards made up the 
inner lining.  Four screws were placed 
for carrying the canoe.

Youth and Odie painted images on 
the canoe.  The handprints were the 
signatures of the youth.

Tara Tindall then presented 
youth participation awards to Kyen 

Schreiber, Carter Byinton, Gabriel 
Christner, and Elias Heimlich.  Those 
not in attendance and were mentioned 
were Devin Starr and Landyn 
Morris.  Adults who also received an 
award were Shaya Schreiber, Rachel 
Byington, and Forest Smart.

Orlando Ike presented Gene 
Delcourt with a token of gratitude, a 
golden eagle wooden statue.  Then, 
he presented a crystal eagle statue to 
Elias Heimlich.  “I’m thankful to be 
a part of this canoe.  We still have to 

find a name for this canoe because 
there was a Ho-Chunk, Ojibwe, 
Potawatomi, and Omaha that worked 
on this canoe.” 

Odie welcomed those in attendance 
to view the canoe up close, and the 
mic was open to anyone who wanted 
to say something.

The event closed with remarks from 
Representative Lambert Cleveland, Jr.  

Continued from Page 3
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UNITY Wraps Up a Successful 
Sold-Out Midyear Conference
Highlights included appearances by Native 
American celebrities and influencers, 
cultural sharing, and learning opportunities
Phoenix, Ariz. – Hundreds 
of Native youth from around 
the country are now armed 
with advocacy plans to help 
their tribal communities. They 
learned how to advocate for 
top issues during the UNITY 
Midyear Conference held 
February 2-4 at the Sheraton 
Phoenix Downtown Hotel. A 
record 700 attendees from tribal 
communities throughout the 
United States came together 
to participate in workshops, 
breakout sessions, and cultural 
sharing. The star-studded lineup 
of speakers and presenters 
includes hip-hop artist 

Christian “SupaMan” Parrish 
(Apsáalooke Nation), actor 
Kiowa Gordon (Hualapai), 
visual artist Tomás Karmelo 
Amaya (A:shiwi/Ralámuli/
Yoeme), and Netflix star 
Charley Hogan (Navajo) from 
the breakout hit “Frybread Face 
and Me.”

“I am always so inspired by 
both the speakers and youth 
attendees at our conferences,” 
said Mary Kim Titla, UNITY 
executive director. “The 
cultural sharing and education 
that happens here shows that 
there’s a bright future ahead for 
our communities.”

The event opened with a 
rousing keynote address and 
performance by Christian 
“SupaMan” Parrish, who 
spoke about challenges he 
overcame as a child while 
living on the Crow Reservation 
in Montana. Youth participants 
spent much of the conference 
in breakout sessions focusing 
on environmental, wellness, 
cultural, and mental health 
advocacy. The evening 
concluded with the UNITY 
mock pageant and social 
activities.

On day two, Shawn “DJ 

DNR, DHS Issue Updated Safe 
Fish Consumption Guidelines
MADISON, Wis. – The 
Wisconsin Department of 
Natural Resources (DNR), in 
partnership with the Wisconsin 
Department of Health Services 
(DHS), today announced the 
online publication of the 2024-
2026 Choose Wisely booklet, 
which outlines guidelines for 
safe fish consumption.

Fish are full of important 
nutrients like omega-3s and 
are a great source of lean 
protein, however, they may also 
contain pollutants from their 
environment and the food they 
consume that can cause health 
risks for humans.

To address this, DNR 
fisheries staff routinely 
sample fish from areas 
with suspected pollution or 
contamination as well as from 
heavily fished areas. Based 
on the levels of contaminants 
found, like polychlorinated 
biphenyls (PCBs), mercury 
and perfluorooctane sulfonate 
(PFOS), experts are able to 
determine the amount of fish 
that is safe to consume over 
a person’s lifetime to avoid 
negative health impacts.

“We test for contaminants in 
fish from a number of locations 
each year and use those new 
results, along with past testing, 
to update the advice for those 
newly tested waters,” said Sean 
Strom, DNR environmental 
toxicologist. “It’s important 
for anglers who frequently eat 
fish to be aware of advisory 
updates.”

This updated version of 
the Choose Wisely booklet 
identifies new advisories 
for Wisconsin waterbodies 
that have either elevated 
or decreased levels of 
contaminants, including:

• Removing of PFOS-based 
guidance for Black Earth 
Creek (Dane County) and the 
mercury-based guidance for 
Kentuck Lake (Vilas County) 
based on additional monitoring 
which showed consistently low 
enough levels to rescind the 
advisories

• Adding a PFOS-based 
advisory for the Hat Rapids 
Flowage on the Wisconsin 

River (Oneida County)
• New PFOS-based 

consumption advice for all 
species in the Moen Chain of 
Lakes (Oneida County)

• Modifications to 
consumption advice for certain 
species of Lake Michigan fish

• Adding a PFOS-based 
advisory for the La Crosse 
River from Angelo Pond to 
the Neshonoc Dam, including 
Perch and Neshonoc lakes 
(Monroe and La Crosse 
counties)

The DNR encourages the 
public to follow the safe-
eating guidelines outlined in 
the Choose Wisely booklet to 

reduce the risk of exposure to 
unwanted contaminants.

“When you follow 
Wisconsin’s fish consumption 
advice, you are still able 
to enjoy the many health 
benefits from eating fish while 
limiting your contact with 
contaminants that can build 
up in them,” said Dr. Sheryl 
Bedno, DHS Chief Medical 
Officer for Environmental and 
Occupational Health.

Waterbody-specific 
consumption advice can be 
found in the updated online 
booklet and by using the 
DNR’s online query tool.

Fish are full of important nutrients like omega-3s and 
are a great source of lean protein, however, they may 
also contain pollutants from their environment and 
the food they consume that can cause health risks 
for humans. / Photo Credit: Wisconsin DNR

Continued on Page 11
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Tribal Touch” Martinez (Diné/
Navajo), Senior Director of Live 
Presentation for the Phoenix Suns 
and Mercury, got the morning 
started and pumped up the crowd 
for the keynote presentation by 
Kiowa Gordon who plays Deputy 
Jim Chee on AMC’s Dark Winds. 
Youth attendees then participated 
in 40 speed workshops focused 
on career, education, health, and 
culture. The popular round dance 
event — featuring an Intertribal 
round dance as well as the 
O’odham Cu:dk round dance — 
closed the day’s events.

The conference ended with 
Native youth leaders, elected 
by their peers, showcasing 
their advocacy plans to better 
their communities. One group 
called on youth and adults to 
work together to clean up their 
communities, which can lead 
to a cleaner environment and 
cleaner water. The advocacy 
breakouts were led by highly 
skilled trainers well-known in 
Indian Country, including Lovina 
Louie (Coeur d’Alene/Colville/
Nez Perce), Tommie Ghost Dog 

(Burns Paiute/Oglala Lakota), 
Eileen Crocker (White Mountain 
Apache), and J’Shon Lee (White 
Mountain Apache).

Throughout the weekend, 
several colleges, Native artists, 
and Native-focused organizations 
participated as exhibitors. The San 
Manuel Band of Mission Indians 
was the presenting sponsor for 
the conference. Fort McDowell 
Yavapai Nation sponsored lunch, 
the Seminole Tribe of Florida and 
Gila River Indian Community 
were champion sponsors. Other 
sponsors included ASU, Agua 
Caliente Band of Cahulla Indians, 
APS, Apache Tribe of San 
Carlos, Chicken Ranch Rancheria 
Me-Wuk Indians of California, 
Daughters of the American 
Revolution, Freeport-McMoRan, 
Marquez and Melanie Quintero, 
Red Lake Nation, and San 
Pasqual Band of Mission Indians.

UNITY’s National Conference 
will take place in Portland, 
Oregon, June 29-July 3. 
Registration is now open, with 
early bird rates available through 
March 31. Visit www.unity.org for 
more information.

Continued from Page 10
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Chia seeds come from a desert plant in the
mint family. Chia is native to western
North America, Central America, and
South America.

Chia seeds are an excellent source of
Omega-3 fatty acid.

Chia seeds are a great source of dietary
fiber, and also contain calcium, protein,
iron, magnesium, and zinc.

Chia seeds were once utilized as a poultice
and to treat fevers by indigenous people, in
addition to being a staple in many tribe’s
diets.

HŲŲ
C WIHIRAAGNĮRA 

 February: Last Bear Moon  

HARVEST OFHARVEST OF
THE MONTHTHE MONTH

Modified 1/24 HJ

For more Information Contact a
HCN Registered

Dietitian/ Nutritionist:
BRF, TOMAH, WITTENBERG AREAS:

(888) 685-4422, EXT. 35335
BRF, LA CROSSE AREAS:

(888) 685-4422, EXT. 35340
DELLS, NEKOOSA, MADISON AREAS:

(888) 552-7889, EXT. 35554/35511

Chia seeds may be eaten raw or added to
many dishes, even water.

It’s most common to add chia seeds to dishes
with a liquid, as chia seeds are absorbent and
have a jello-like texture after soaking in
liquid.

 
Chia seeds can last 4-5 years without
refrigeration. Store in a cool dry place.

S T O R A G E  A N D  U S A G E

A B O U T  C H I A  S E E D S

HCN HEALTH & WELLNESS DIV.
http://health.ho-chunk.com/

https://www.hsph.harvard.edu/nutritionsource/food-features/chia-seeds/,
https://www.britannica.com/plant/chiahttps://plants.usda.gov/DocumentLibrary/p
lantguide/pdf/cs_saco6.pdf, https://www.eatright.org/food/food-
groups/fats/what-are-chia-seeds, https://www.nativeseeds.org/pages/tarahumara-
chia, https://www.pbssocal.org/shows/tending-the-wild/plant-medicine-grow-
your-own-chia

Steps:

1. Divide the chia seeds and milk between 2
bowls or jars. It will be 2.5 Tablespoons of
chia seeds and 1 cup of milk in each bowl or
jar. Mix well.

2. Add 1/3 cup of wild rice, 1/2 Tablespoon of
maple syrup, and if using a pinch of salt,
cinnamon and vanilla to each bowl or jar. Mix
well.

3. Cover the bowls or jars and refrigerate at
least 4 hours, or overnight. If using frozen
berries for topping, add them now.

4. Check the consistency of the pudding. If
too thick, add more plant milk. Add any
desired berries, fruits, nuts or seeds to the
pudding and serve!

5. Keeps in the refrigerator for 3-4 days.

Ingredients:
2/3 cup cooked or leftover wild rice
1/3 cup chia seeds 
2 cups milk of choice 
1 Tablespoon maple syrup or other
sweetener
Optional: Pinch of salt, vanilla,
cinnamon or other spice
For serving: berries or chopped fruit,
any kind (try frozen berries in the
winter), chopped nuts or seeds

C H I A  P U D D I N G
W I T H  W I L D  R I C E

Adapted from recipe by
Indigenous Dietitian Rachel
Dickens

DNR Seeks Tips On Illegal Elk 
Shootings In Jackson County
MADISON, Wis. – The Wisconsin 
Department of Natural Resources 
(DNR) needs the public’s help in 
ongoing investigations into the illegal 
harvests of two cow elk in separate 
events in Jackson County during the 
2022 gun deer season.

DNR staff received and responded 
to a mortality signal from a cow elk’s 
monitoring collar on Sunday, Nov. 20, 

2022. The elk was found on private 
property near Whitney Road in the town 
of Knapp. DNR staff received a second 
mortality signal from another cow elk’s 
monitoring collar on Tuesday, Nov. 22, 
2022. DNR staff found the second elk 
near the Castle Mound and Brockway 
Roads in the town of Brockway.

Necropsy tests confirmed each 
animal had been shot. The deaths of 

two breeding cows are losses to the elk 
population growth. The DNR issued 
a call for tips when the investigation 
first began in late 2022, however, the 
information provided thus far has been 
inconclusive and more information is 
needed.

No tip is too small. You can share 
tips of any kind by calling the DNR’s 
confidential violation hotline at 1-800-

847-9367 or by submitting online.
Elk were reintroduced in Jackson 

County starting in 2015. DNR staff 
work with partner agencies to support 
a robust elk population. This includes 
collar monitoring of mortalities and 
location data of calves and adults.

For more information on elk in 
Wisconsin, visit the DNR’s elk 
webpage.
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HO-CHUNK NATION 
LEGISLATURE

REGULAR MEETING
TRIBAL EXECUTIVE 

OFFICES
BLACK RIVER FALLS, WI

JANUARY 23, 2024

Call to Order:  President Jon 
Greendeer called the meeting 
to order at 10:01 a.m.

Roll Call:
President Jon Greendeer-P
Vice President Karena Thundercloud-
VC
Rep. Rodney Rave-P
Rep. Phyllis Smoke-P
Rep. Robert Funmaker, Jr.-P
Rep. Stephanie Begay-P
Rep. Kristin White Eagle-VC
Rep. Lambert Cleveland, Jr.-P
ep. Shelby Visintin-VC
Rep. Sarah Lemieux-White Eagle-VC
Rep. Danielle DeLong-P
Rep. Robert Pilot-P
Rep. Paul Fox-P
Rep. Brianna Tahdooahnippah-VC

VC-Video Conference

Determination of Quorum: 
Quorum is established at 
10:01 a.m.

Opening Prayer: Rep. Paul 
Fox offered a word of prayer. 

Approval of Agenda:

MOTION by Rep. Stephanie 
Begay to approve the agenda 
adding under District 
Meetings: I. D2 Hinukwas–
January 22, 2024.  Second 
by Rep. Paul Fox. MOTION 
IS AMENDED to add New 
Business: J. Indigenous 
Cannabis Industry Association 
Summit; New Business: K. 
Resolution-Rescission and 
Restatement of Resolution 
08-29-23 E Authorization of 
Service Line Agreement for 
WE Energies on Lot 133 of 
Wazee Subdivision #439 T 
2180. Second concurs. 13-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED. 

Approval of Previous 
Meeting Minutes:

Legislative Meeting-January 
10, 2024

MOTION by Rep. Stephanie 
Begay to approve the January 
10, 2024 Legislative Meeting 
minutes with corrections. 
Second by Rep. Phyllis 
Smoke. 13-0-0 MOTION 
CARRIED.

Special Legislative Meeting-
January 15, 2024

MOTION by Rep. Stephanie 
Begay to approve the January 
15, 2024 Special Legislative 
Meeting minutes with 
corrections. Second by Rep. 
Phyllis Smoke. 12-0-1(Rep. 
Danielle DeLong) MOTION 
CARRIED. 

Executive Branch Monthly 
Reports:

Department of Business

A written report was received. 

Rep. Stephanie Begay 
mentioned Executive Director 
of Business Robert Mudd has 

established the Elder hotel 
rates that will go into effect 
March 1, 2024.
 
Department of Education

A written report was received.
 
Department of Housing

A written report was received. 

Department of Labor

A written report was received. 

Unfinished Business:  No 
items under Unfinished 
Business.

New Business:

RES Conference, March 11-
14, 2024, Las Vegas, NV

MOTION by Rep. Stephanie 
Begay to approve up to four 
Legislators at attend the RES 
Conference, March 11-14, 
2024, Las Vegas, NV. Second 
by Rep. Robert Funmaker, Jr. 
13-0-0 MOTION CARRIED. 

Resolution-Adoption of the 
Custody and Placement 
Ordinance (4 HCC § 18)

Rep. Kristin White Eagle 
mentioned that there were no 
comments during the public 
review comment period. 

MOTION by Rep. Kristin 
White Eagle to adopt 
Resolution 01-23-24 A, 
Adoption of the Custody and 
Placement Ordinance (4 HCC 
§ 18). Second by Rep. Phyllis 
Smoke. 13-0-0 MOTION 
CARRIED. 

Resolution - Adoption of 
Amendments to the Divorce 
and Custody Ordinance (4 
HCC § 9)

Rep. Kristin White Eagle 
mentioned that there were no 
comments during the public 
review comment period. 

MOTION by Rep. Kristin 
White Eagle to adopt 
Resolution 01-23-24 B, 
Adoption of Amendments 
to the Divorce and Custody 
Ordinance (4 HCC § 9). 
Second by Rep. Phyllis 
Smoke. 13-0-0 MOTION 
CARRIED. 

Resolution-Authorization 
for the Ho-Chunk Nation to 
Apply for and Enter into the 
Greater Wisconsin Agency on 
Aging Resources, Inc. 2023-
2024 Tribal Grant Agreement 
for the State Pharmaceutical 
Assistance Program (SPAP)

MOTION by Rep. Danielle 
DeLong to adopt Resolution 
01-23-24 C, Authorization 
for the Ho-Chunk Nation to 
Apply for and Enter into the 
Greater Wisconsin Agency on 
Aging Resources, Inc. 2023-
2024 Tribal Grant Agreement 
for the State Pharmaceutical 
Assistance Program (SPAP). 
Second by Rep. Robert Pilot. 
13-0-0 MOTION CARRIED. 

Resolution-Authorization for 
the Health Department to 
Submit a Bemidji Area Indian 
Health Service Special Injury 
Prevention Project Proposal

MOTION by Rep. Stephanie 
Begay to adopt Resolution 
01-23-24 D, Authorization 

for the Health Department 
to Submit a Bemidji Area 
Indian Health Service Special 
Injury Prevention Project 
Proposal. Second by Rep. 
Robert Funmaker, Jr. 13-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED. 

Resolution-Approval of the 
2024 WDVA Grant by and 
between the WDVA and the 
Ho-Chunk Nation

MOTION by Rep. Robert 
Funmaker, Jr. to adopt 
Resolution 01-23-24 E, 
Approval of the 2024 WDVA 
Grant by and between the 
WDVA and the Ho-Chunk 
Nation. Second by Rep. 
Stephanie Begay. 13-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED. 

Resolution-Authorization 
of a Business Site Land 
Lease on Ho-Chunk Gaming 
Wisconsin Dells Property 
#439 T 2107 for Stromberg 
Wei LLC d.b.a. Adi’s Chinese 
Food

MOTION by Rep. Stephanie 
Begay to adopt Resolution 
01-23-24 F, Authorization of 
a Business Site Land Lease on 
Ho-Chunk Gaming Wisconsin 
Dells Property #439 T 2107 
for Stromberg Wei LLC d.b.a. 
Adi’s Chinese Food. Second 
by Rep. Rodney Rave. 12-
1(Rep. Robert Funmaker, Jr.)-
0 MOTION CARRIED. 

R e s o l u t i o n - 2 0 2 4 - 2 0 2 7 
Tribal Transportation 
Improvement Plan Ho-Chunk 
Transportation Authority

MOTION by Rep. Phyllis 
Smoke to adopt Resolution 
01-23-24 G, 2024-2027 Tribal 
Transportation Improvement 
Plan Ho-Chunk Transportation 
Authority. Second by Rep. 
Rodney Rave. 13-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED.

Legislative Liaison – Trust & 
Investment Committee

MOTION by Rep. Kristin 
White Eagle to designate 
Legislative Chief Financial 
Officer Christina Neitzel 
as the Legislative Liaison 
to the Trust & Investment 
Committee.  Second by Rep. 
Danielle DeLong. 13-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED. 

Indigenous Cannabis Industry 
Association (ICIA) Summit

Indigenous Cannabis Industry 
Association will be bringing 
together all the Tribal Nations 
in Wisconsin for a cannabis 
summit. The purpose would 
be to hear current, Legislative 
and Federal activities, and the 
current atmosphere within 
the Nations. The summit is 
scheduled to take place at HCG-
Wisconsin Dells Convention 
Center, Wednesday, February 
28-Saturday, March 2, 2024.

MOTION by Rep. Kristin 
White Eagle to support and 
provide hosting financial 
support for the Indigenous 
Cannabis Industry Association 
to hold this Tribal Nations 
Cannabis Summit, and to refer 
this to Finance Commission 
for funding support. Second 
by Rep. Robert Pilot. 13-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED. 

Resolution-Rescission and 
Restatement of Resolution 
08-29-23 E Authorization of 

Service Line Agreement for 
WE Energies on Lot 133 of 
Wazee Subdivision #439 T 
2180

MOTION by Vice President 
Karena Thundercloud to 
adopt Resolution 01-23-24 H, 
Rescission and Restatement 
of Resolution 08-29-23 E 
Authorization of Service Line 
Agreement for WE Energies on 
Lot 133 of Wazee Subdivision 
#439 T 2180. Second by 
Rep. Phyllis Smoke. 13-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED. 

District Meetings:

D1 Howasa – January 12, 
2024

No motions were made.

MOTION by Rep. Phyllis 
Smoke to have the nomination 
of Penny LaMere Smart as 
District 1 Housing Board 
Member referred to the 
Department of Housing for a 
background check and return 
back to Legislature once 
completed for appointment to 
the Housing Board. Second 
by Rep. Rodney Rave. 13-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED. 

D1 Niioxawani – January 10, 
2024

MOTION by Rep. Phyllis 
Smoke to refer to Legislative 
Legal, Legislature and Realty 
for a history the MOTION by 
Henrietta Funmaker to have 
Legislature look into having 
the Redcloud Homestead 
returned to the family 
homestead from the Nation.  
Second by Rep. Rodney Rave. 
13-0-0 MOTION CARRIED. 

MOTION by Rep. Phyllis 
Smoke to refer to Legislature, 
Legislative Counsel, Planning 
& Development and Realty the 
MOTION by Leland Bird to 
make the Christenson property 
into a mall plaza that would 
include a chain store. Second 
by Rep. Rodney Rave. 13-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED.  

D3 Pac cinak – January 15, 
2024

No motions were made. 

NOTE: The Pac cinak 
community have collected 
jackets and other warm 
clothing to send to Pine Ridge 
Reservation.

D3 Tee hoikšek – January 16, 
2024

MOTION by Rep. Sarah 
Lemieux-White Eagle to 
refer to Department of 
Administration, Department 
of Personnel and the Office 
of the President the MOTION 
by Andi Jo Cloud to have 
the Executive Director of 
Administration look at the 
policy regarding elder and 
emergency transportation and 
reverse it. Second by Rep. 
Lambert Cleveland, Jr. 13-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED. 

D3 Tejop – January 17, 2024

MOTION by Rep. Sarah 
Lemieux-White Eagle to refer 
to the Finance Commission 
the MOTION by Chelsea 
Thompson to get the $2,600 
funds for the round dance 
here in Madison. Second by 
Rep. Lambert Cleveland, 

Jr. 11-2(Rep. Rodney Rave, 
Rep. Robert Funmaker, Jr.)-0 
MOTION CARRIED. 

READ FOR THE RECORD:

MOTION by Dan Blumer to 
TABLE the discussion on the 
tutor program and move on to 
the next item on the agenda.

MOTION by Rep. Sarah 
Lemieux-White Eagle to refer 
to the Finance Commission 
the MOTION by Marlys 
Whiteagle to increase the Elite 
Elder property tax to $5,000. 
Second by Rep. Shelby 
Visintin. 13-0-0 MOTION 
CARRIED.

MOTION by Rep. Sarah 
Lemieux-White Eagle to refer 
to the Finance Commission, 
HHCDA and Department of 
Housing the MOTION by 
Latisha Hoye to have each 
area with property have its 
own property management 
staff. Second by Rep. Shelby 
Visintin. 13-0-0 MOTION 
CARRIED. 

MOTION by Rep. Sarah 
Lemieux-White Eagle to 
refer to the Department of 
Administration the MOTION 
by Marlys Whiteagle to 
provide a storage/garage 
space for activities such as 
food, clothing donations, and 
TAU parking. Second by Rep. 
Lambert Cleveland, Jr. 13-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED. 

MOTION by Rep. Sarah 
Lemieux-White Eagle to refer 
to the ERA Workgroup and 
the Office of the President the 
MOTION by Latisha Hoye 
to get paid leave to attend 
area meetings. Second by 
Rep. Lambert Cleveland, Jr. 
10-3(Rep. Robert Funmaker, 
Jr., Rep. Rodney Rave, 
Rep. Stephanie Begay)-0 
MOTION CARRIED. 

D3 Cexhaci – January 18, 
2024

MOTION by Rep. Lambert 
Cleveland, Jr. to refer to 
HHCDA the MOTION by 
Richard Nakai to install one 
camera on Wilson Ln. for 
protection for the kids. Second 
by Rep. Sarah Lemieux-White 
Eagle. 13-0-0 MOTION 
CARRIED. 

MOTION by Rep. Lambert 
Cleveland Jr. to refer to 
HHCDA the MOTION by 
Richard Nakai to upgrade 
the playgrounds. Second by 
Rep. Sarah Lemieux-White 
Eagle. 13-0-0 MOTION 
CARRIED. 

MOTION by Rep. Lambert 
Cleveland, Jr. to refer to the 
Department of Business and 
the Office of the President the 
MOTION by Richard Nakai to 
have pit bosses be nonexempt. 
Second by Rep. Sarah 
Lemieux-White Eagle. 13-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED. 

MOTION by Rep. Lambert 
Cleveland, Jr. to refer to the 
Office of the President and 
the ERA Workgroup the 
MOTION by Missy Redcloud 
for them to reevaluate the 
ERA tor exempt employees 
that are non-essential to get 
paid administration leave for 
inclement weather. Second by 
Rep. Shelby Visintin. 13-0-0 
Continued on Page 14
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Bill Beson
Co-Executive Dir./Lending

bill@firstamericancapitalcorp.org

715.358.5882

Gary Mejchar
Co-Executive Dir./Development
gary@firstamericancapitalcorp.org

414.517.1604

Empowering Native 
Entrepreneurs
Your Partners in Progress

Since its inception in 1991, AICCW has been pivotal to Wisconsin Indian 
Country’s economic expansion, empowering Native-owned businesses through 
advocacy, networking, and tailored member services.
• Championing economic and business development statewide.
• Offering access to financial products, services, and networking opportunities.
• Conducting economic development seminars for enriched business acumen.
• Representing Disadvantaged Business Enterprises (DBE) in key state 

initiatives.
• Nurturing Native student leaders via the AICCW Scholarship Program and 

recognizing and celebrating Native business success.

At FACC, we stand beside Wisconsin’s entrepreneurs, providing the financial 
support and technical guidance essential for sustained business growth. 
We honor your business by:
• Providing accessible funding through the Revolving Loan Fund and SBA loans.
• Offering personalized technical assistance for robust business growth.
• Guiding entrepreneurs from business plan creation to government contract 

certification.
• Aligning our resources with your goals, our collaborative steps are designed 

to support the pathway to your success.

First American Capital Corporation
(FACC)

American Indian Chamber of 
Commerce of Wisconsin (AICCW)

For more information on AICCW’s member services, 
visit aiccw.org or contact:
info@aiccw.com
414.604.2044

For more information on FACC’s Business Services,
visit faccwi.org or contact:

FACC and AICCW unite with a fi rm purpose to empower Native entrepreneurs in Wisconsin, forging a robust support network that propels businesses toward 
sustainable growth. Our synergistic approaches amplify our collective impact, paving the way for a brighter economic horizon in Wisconsin Indian Country.

PARTNERS

Certified Native CDFI Intermediary Lender Key Strategic Partner

COLLABORATORS

MOTION CARRIED. 

D4 Guušgonak – January 15, 
2024

No motions were made.

D4 Maanico Horuzra – 
January 18, 2024

MOTION by Rep. Robert 
Pilot to refer the Finance 
Commission the MOTION 
by Michael Goze to have the 
Ho-Chunk Nation sponsor 
this event in the amount of 
$10,000. Second by Rep. 
Paul Fox. 13-0-0 MOTION 
CARRIED. 

MOTION by Rep. Robert 
Pilot to confirm Alex Fox 
as the Twin Cities Election 
Board Alternate. Second by 
Rep. Danielle DeLong. 13-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED. 

D2 Hinukwas-January 22, 
2024

MOTION by Rep. Stephanie 
Begay to refer to the Attorney 
General William Gardner 
the MOTION by Marsha 
Smith that the Legislators 
ask the Attorney General 
for clarification on the zero 
tolerance policy that address’s 
Election Board members 
consuming alcohol while 
attending Ho-Chunk Nation 
Election Board overnight 
stays for meetings. Second by 
Rep. Robert Funmaker, Jr. 13-
0-0 MOTION CARRIED.

READ FOR THE RECORD:

MOTION by Marsha Smith to 
nominate Robin Blackdeer for 
the Board of Commissioner 
for HHCDA.

MOTION by Rep. Stephanie 
Begay to refer to Legislative 
Legal to draft a resolution 
for the confirmation of Robin 
Blackdeer to the HHCDA 
Board of Commissioner and 
added to the agenda after 
Executive Session pending 
the background check 
regarding the MOTION by 
Tracy Littlejohn to accept 
the nomination of Robin 
Blackdeer to the Board 
of Commissioners for 
HHCDA.  Second by Rep. 
Robert Funmaker, Jr. 13-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED.

READ FOR THE RECORD:

MOTION by Melanie 
Stacy that if District 2 could 
expedite Robin Blackdeer 
to the HHCDA Board of 
Commissioners to have her 
start immediately due to 
little representation in the La 
Crosse Area.  Rep. Stephanie 
Begay stated this is the reason 
it was added to the agenda 
today. 

MOTION by Rep. Stephanie 
Begay to refer to Legislative 
Legal regarding the MOTION 
by Tracy Littlejohn request 
that the Legislators check 
on the start date for the 
Veterans Advisory Board 
member.  Second by Rep. 

Robert Funmaker, Jr. 13-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED. 

MOTION by Rep. Stephanie 
Begay to refer to the Office of 
the President the MOTION by 
Adam Kruse to have President 
Jon Greendeer attend the next 
area meeting in La Crosse 
to discuss the Founder’s 
Day Pow-wow and how it 
came about.  Second by Rep. 
Robert Funmaker, Jr. 13-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED. 

MOTION by Rep. Stephanie 
Begay to refer to Twelve Clans 
and Legislative Legal the 
MOTION by Tracy Littlejohn 
that 12 Clans come back with 
a business plan at the next area 
meeting in February and if 
they are unable to comply with 
the request that the Legislators 
take action in dissolving 
12 Clans. Second by Rep. 
Robert Funmaker, Jr. 13-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED. 

Executive Session:

MOTION by Rep. Paul Fox 
to move to Executive Session 
for Business Matters, Criminal 
Matters, Inter-governmental 
Relations, Land, Law 
Enforcement, Legal Advice, 
Personnel Matters, Public 
Safety or Well-Being. Second 
by Rep. Phyllis Smoke. 13-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED.

The meeting moved to 
Executive Session at 10:46 
a.m.

The Executive Session 

recessed for lunch at 12:15 
p.m. until 1:00 p.m.

Vice President Karena 
Thundercloud called the 
Executive Session to order 
at 1:03 p.m. Quorum was 
establish. Rep. Sarah Lemieux-
White Eagle was excused for 
the remainder of the meeting. 
Rep. Robert Pilot is online. 

President Jon Greendeer 
arrives to the meeting at 1:10 
p.m. and continues to chair 
the meeting. 

MOTION by Rep. Paul Fox 
to return to Open Session.  
Second by Rep. Phyllis 
Smoke. 12-0-0 MOTION 
CARRIED. 

The meeting returned to Open 
Session at 2:16 p.m.

MOTION by Rep. Stephanie 
Begay to ratify all action taken 
in Executive Session.  Second 
by Rep. Phyllis Smoke. 12-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED. 

Release to Open Session:

MOTION by Rep. Kristin 
White Eagle to move 
the topic of Village West 
Housing Development to 
Open and allow the release of 
information as allowable by 
law related to this subject, with 
the exception of items subject 
to Section 6 Executive Session 
of the Open Meetings Act, 
which may include contracts, 
financial negotiations, legal 
advice and discussion about 

investors, in order to move 
forward with the Village 
West Workgroup established 
by Legislative Resolution 
08-01-23 O, and release this 
motion to the Open Session 
minutes. Second by Rep. 
Robert Funmaker, Jr. 13-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED.

District Meetings: (Continued) 

Resolution-Confirmation of 
Robin Blackdeer as District 
2 La Crosse County Ho-
Chunk Nation Housing and 
Community Development 
Agency Board Member. 

MOTION by Rep. Stephanie 
Begay to adopt Resolution 
01-23-24 I, Confirmation of 
Robin Blackdeer as District 
2 La Crosse County Ho-
Chunk Nation Housing and 
Community Development 
Agency Board Member. 
Second by Rep. Robert 
Funmaker, Jr. 12-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED.

Adjournment:

MOTION by Rep. Stephanie 
Begay to adjourn the 
Legislative Meeting to 
February 6, 2024 at the Tribal 
Office Building in Black River 
Falls, Wisconsin. Second 
by Rep. Paul Fox. 12-0-0 
MOTION CARRIED.

The Legislative Meeting 
adjourned at 2:19 p.m.

Continued from Page 13
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Enrolled members of a federally recognized tribe or Alaskan natives
may be eligible for the Section 184 loan program.

NMLS# 440202

Take the first step towards your dream home
with a partner who stands for your future.

We’re not just a lender; we’re your ally in the journey to homeownership. 
We understand that for many, a home is more than just a place to live; it’s 
a lifelong goal and a fundamental part of their lives. 

Our Section 184 Indian Home Loan Program is designed to help
make your dream of homeownership a reality.

Apply online: 

BayBankgb.com
Contact a lender today:

(920) 490-7600

Unlock the Door to Your Dream 
Home with Bay Bank
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Notice is hereby served to all eligible 
voters of the Ho-Chunk Nation that the 
Ho-Chunk Nation Election Board is 
calling for Secretarial Election: 
 
Article XIII of the Constitution provides:   
“Section 1. Requirements. This 
 Constitution may be amended by a 
 majority vote of the qualified voters of 
 the Ho-Chunk Nation voting at an 
 election called for that purpose by the 
 Ho-Chunk Nation Election Board, 
 provided, that at least thirty (30) percent 
of those entitled to vote shall vote in   
such election. 
 
(2) The Election Code (2 HCC § 6); and 

(3) Article XIII of the Constitution 
provides: “Section 2. Requests for a 
Secretarial Election. It shall be the duty of 
the Ho-Chunk Nation Election Board to 
call and hold an election on any proposed 
amendment to this Constitution at the 
request of two thirds (2/3) of the entire 
Legislature, at the request of the General 
Council, or upon presentation of a 
petition signed by thirty (30) percent of 
the eligible voters of the Ho-Chunk 
Nation.” 

(1) All Secretarial Elections will be 
administered by the Election Board. 
  
Article XIII of the Constitution provides:   
“Section 2. Requests for a Secretarial 
Election. It shall be the duty of the Ho-
Chunk Nation Election Board to call 
and hold an election on any propose 
amendment to this Constitution at the 
request of two thirds (2/3) of the entire 
Legislature, at the request of the General 
Council, or upon presentation of a petition 
signed by thirty (30) percent of the 
eligible voters of the Ho-Chunk 
Nation.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

AMENDMENT ONE: 
 
To amend Article II Section 1(d) to 
read as follows: 
 
ARTICLE II- MEMBERSHIP 
Section 1 
HCN Constitution Reads: 
“(d) Beginning the date of this 
amendment is approved, the Ho-chunk 
Nation shall no longer consider or 
accept for enrollment any person who 
has previously been enrolled as a 
member of another Tribe (including 
the Winnebago Tribe of Nebraska) 
Proposed change to the constitution: 
unless such person was enrolled in 
the other tribe as minor and later 
relinquishes such membership or 
other extenuating circumstances (as 
determined by a committee of elders 
duly appointed as provided by law) 
exist.” 
 
Voters will be asked a Yes or No 
question. A “yes” vote will be in favor 
of the amendment. A “no” vote will be 
against the amendment, and to leave 
the Constitution unchanged. 
 
PURSUANT TO ARTICLE XIII SEC 
1 AND ELECTION 
CODE SECTION 3.bb, THIRTY 
PERCENT (30%) OF ELIGIBLE 
VOTERS MUST CAST A VOTE 
EITHER FOR OR AGAINST THE 
PROPOSED AMENDMENTS FOR 
THE AMENDMENT TO BE VALID. 
IF LESS THAN 30% 
OF ELIGIBLE VOTERS 
PARTICIPATE, THE 
AMENDMENT SHALL BE 
DEEMED TO NOT PASS. 
 
 
Ho-Chunk Nation Election Board 
P.O. Box 247 
Black River Falls, WI. 54615 
TELEPHONE  (715)284-8900 
TOLL FREE  (800)890-0583 
FAX NUMBER(715)284-8600 
E-MAIL: 
Election.board@ho-chunk.com 

Ballots may be returned by 
overnight mail, so they may be 
received at the Election Board 
Post Office Box 247. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

NOTE THAT FEDEX and UPS 
NEXT DAY AIR DOES NOT 
DELIVER IN BLACK RIVER 
FALLS ON SATURDAYS. 
 
NO IN PERSON BALLOT DROP 
OFFS WILL BE ACCEPTED AT 
THE ELECTION BOARD 
OFFICE 
 
POSTING ELECTION RESULTS: 
The Election Board shall certify and post 
the official election results within three (3) 
days after the date of election. 
 
CONTESTING OF ELECTION 
RESULTS: Any member of the Ho-
Chunk Nation may challenge the results of 
any election results within ten (10) days 
after the Election Board certifies the 
results. The Trial Court shall hear and 
decide a challenge to any election within 
twenty (20) days after the challenge is 
filed in the Trial Court. 

 
POST 2/5/24 

 
SECRETARIAL ELECTION 

Friday, April 5, 2024 
 

POST NOTICE OF ELECTION 
Monday, February 5, 2024 

 
POST ELIGIBLE VOTERS LIST 

Monday, February 5, 2024 
 

CHALLENGES TO THE ELIGIBLE 
VOTERS LIST MUST BE 

RECEIVED PRIOR TO Monday, 
March 18, 2024 4:00 PM 

 
DAY MAIL BALLOTS WILL BE 

MAILED 
Tuesday, February 20, 2024 

 
LAST DAY TO REQUEST 
REPLACEMENT BALLOT 

Tuesday March 26, 2024 
4:00 pm 

 
CERTIFICATION DAY: 

Saturday, April 6, 2024 at 9:00 am at 
HO-CHUNK GAMING-

WISCONSIN DELLS 
 

ALL BALLOTS DUE TO 
P.O. BOX 247 

BY Friday, April 5, 2024 
4:00 p.m. 

 

NOTICE AND RULES OF SPECIAL SECRETARIAL 
ELECTION 

FRIDAY, APRIL 5, 2024 


