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Michigan Soccer Hall of Fame
inducts Harold Kirkwood

Nearly 40 years of service recognized

John Kozlowicz
Staff Writer

In recognition of his contri-
butions to the game as a
coach, referee and administra-
tor, Harold Kirkwood of Fern-
dale, MI was inducted into the
Michigan Soccer Hall of
Fame on October 3, 2008.
Along with his on the field
contributions, Harold pro-
moted the game as the pro-
ducer of cable television
matches and for nine years,
produced “The Soccer Cir-
cuit,” an award-winning pro-
gram on public television. As
a broadcaster, he helped in the
preparation when Detroit
hosted soccer’s premier event,
the World Cup in 1994.

Although he never played
the game as a youth, Harold
volunteered to coach his son’s
team, an opportunity that
turned into a passion. Two
years later, in 1978, he helped
start the Ferndale Soccer Club

and later helped develop the
Michigan United Soccer
League (MUSL) bringing to-
gether teams and players from
nearby communities for or-
ganized competition. Begin-
ning with six teams in 1980,
the MUSL now has over 100
teams and 2200 members.
Later that year he helped or-
ganize the Wolverine Invita-
tional Soccer Tournament that
brought together youth from
seven states, Canada, Mexico
and Scotland.

He later created and
coached varsity soccer pro-
grams at two nearby high
schools. Serving as the coach
of Oakland University’s
women’s club team in
Rochester, MI, Harold re-
searched Title IX, designed to
give women equal opportu-
nity in sports. His effort led
to the university designating
women’s soccer as a varsity
sport.

Harold Kirkwood

Despite never having
played the game as a youth,
he began playing in an “over
30" league. As he got older,
he started “over 40” and
“over 50" leagues. Now 66,
he still participates, some-
times with players as old as
75. “Itis a lifetime game,” he
said.

A former Vice President and
Coaching Director of the
Michigan Soccer Association
(MSA), in 2006 Harold was a
recipient of the MSA Merito-
rious Service Award. He cur-
rently serves as Internal Vice
President of the Michigan
premier Soccer League and
Vice President of the MUSL.
In addition, he recently re-
turned to what started it all,
working as a youth volunteer
coach in Ferndale. “I'm still
trying to help kids play. My
only request is that the kids
have fun and are eager to
learn.”

Nominated for the Hall of
Fame by members of the
MUSL, Harold explained that
was grateful, yet humbled and
embarrassed. Prior to his re-
tirement in 2002, Harold
worked full time as a carpen-
ter and made many of his con-
tributions to the game as a
volunteer. “It was a hobby

that turned into an avocation,”
he said. Laughing that he
forgot some of his accom-
plishments until reminded of
them, he added, “I really did-
n’t notice what I was doing.”
He gives much of the credit to
his wife and partner, Pam,
who shared his determination
and vision. He described his
efforts very simply; “you see
what needs to be done and do
it.” Proud that he has been
able to represent the State of
Michigan, he credits soccer
“with giving me a life experi-
ence that I never would have
had.”

He and Pam are the parents
of three adult children; An-
drea, Eric and Laura, all of
whom played for their dad.
This year the couple wel-
comed two new granddaugh-
ters and Harold is eager to
teach them the game.

Native cross
country runners
contribute

John Kozlowicz
Staff Writer

From August to October,
members of the Black River
Falls High School cross coun-
try team ran on the track and
across parks and fields prepar-
ing for the recently concluded
season. In a sport where shin
splints and blisters are com-
monplace, participants are
sometimes not given enough
credit for the physical punish-
ment endured and the mental
discipline required just to
keep going. While other
sports allow spectators to see
the whole game, cross country
runners spend most of the
race isolated from the crowd,
running through the woods or
around lakes far from the fin-
ish line, where everyone is
watching. In short, it’s a diffi-
cult sport that demands effort

and the runners knowing that
their effort likely will not be
given the cheers awarded
football, basketball and
hockey players.

Coaches Paul Rykken and
Steve Markee agreed that
what made this year’s team
different from past years were
the contributions made by Na-
tive runners. “This is the
largest contingent of Native
American runners that we
have ever had in our program
at one time,” Rykken said,
adding that all have had a
positive effect on the pro-
gram. Regular contributors to
the boy’s and girls’ varsity
were sophomores Christian
Cloud and Christopher De-
marrias, senior Gabby Rave
and freshman Wehonna Toth.
Sharing time between the var-
sity and junior varsity level

Runners on the Black River Falls cross country team
included (left to right): Wehonna Toth, Christian
Cloud, Cody Sanchez, Jewel Funmaker, Gabby Rave,
Boye Ladd and Christopher Demarrias. Not pictured
is Margarita Hernandez-White.

were Cody Sanchez and Boye
Ladd. Other contributors
were senior Jewel Funmaker,
who rejoined the team after a
two year absence and fresh-
man Margarita Hernandez-
White.

Coach Markee explained
that to prepare for the race; a
3.1 mile course for the boys
and 2.5 miles for the girls, the
team has been running “about
25-30 miles a week.” Noting
that the top six runners on
both teams are running within
a minute of each, Markee
stated that when healthy, the
team was competitive. For
those not familiar with the
sport, in cross country, the
low score wins. The first five
finishers earn points on where
they place (a team who run-
ners finish 1-5 would have a
perfect score of 15) and it is
important that the runners
stay together. Joking that
staying together doesn’t help
if we’re all towards the back,
Markee said that hasn’t hap-
pened and the runners have
done a good job of encourag-
ing each other. The boy’s
team won three of five meets
this year, including a victory
at the 8-team Sparta Invita-
tional.

“It’s been an interesting
year,” Markee said. Rykken
added “all the runners have
done an excellent job for our
team this year and we are very
proud of them.” Both
coaches said they look for-
ward to seeing even more Na-
tive students participating in
the future.

Badger Ball

Associate Judge Amanda Rockman,
accepts the Game Ball

Camp Randall Stadium- Saturday, October 25th, Wiscon-
sin — Illinois game, the game ball was presented to Ho-
Chunk Nation Associate Trial Judge Amanda Rockman. The
Ho-Chunk Nation is a major sponsor of University of Wis-
consin Athletics. Judge Rockman earned her B.A. in Anthro-
pology and French from the University of
Wisconsin-Madison, and a certificate in American Indian
Studies in 2001. She continued her education at the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin Law School and earned a Juris Doctorate
in 2005. Since then, Amanda Rockman became an Associate
Trial Judge at the HCN Courts in 2006. Her term as Associ-
ate Trial Judge will be ending in 2009.
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